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FOR THE FUNERAL 


THE CULTURAL POLITICS 
OF HALLOWEEN 


DEATH IS RACIST 


TIME TAKES A CIGARETTE, 
PUTS IT IN YOUR MOUTH, 


DAVID BOWIeé 
1947- 2016 
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| WANTED TO START 


A MAGAZINE 
BEFORE | DIE. 


So with the first issue of The Nib 
in print, I’ll be that much more 
at ease when my time comes. 
And it is coming. It’s best not to 
obsess on these things too much, 
though Id like to invite you to 
stare directly into the abyss for 


just a bit. It’s (mostly) fine here. 


Print media’s obituary has been 
circulating for years. Political 
cartoons are considered on the 
way out and nonfiction comics 
cling to life in the few media 
outlets willing to publish them. 
The Nib is here in defiance 

of these trends, backed by 

our readers who funded this 
publication and carving out a 
space for the kinds of comics 


we need more of in the world. 


We purposefully set out to take 
ona serious subject for our first 
issue, and there’s nothing more 
serious than the fact that we will 
all die and utterly cease to exist, 
some of us possibly by the end 
of the day, with no real say in 
when or how we are ripped from 
everything we love, forever. 

It’s both wildly unfair and the 
only fairly applied constant in 


the universe. 


The comics in these pages are 
about the world we live in—and 
will die in. They’re about the 
cosmically cruel, humbling, 
political, maddening, hilarious 
force of nature called death. 
They’re for and about the people 
living right now. May you remain 


one of them. 


T hope to create a publication 
that outlives me, to leave some 
sort of enduring mark that I 
was here. (Unless the magazine 
is destined to end next year, 

in which case I hope to live 
much longer.) But The Nib will 
die eventually. Everything and 
everyone I love will. It’s what 
we do in the brief flicker of 
our existence that makes it 

all worthwhile. 


Here’s to the beginning 
of the end. 


MATT Bors 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


@ 
The Nib Bureau 
@ @ 
of Statistics 
In the end, we’re all really just a number. 
By Rachel Dukes 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE ALIVE TODAY 


be] 


PEOPLE WHO ARE ALIVE | 
vs PEOPLE WHO ARE DEAD| 


AND THE POPULATION 
REFERENCE BUREAU 
ESTIMATES THAT ABOUT 


EES 107 BILLION 
eteetete PEOPLE HAVE 
Seca teks sei EVER LIVED. 
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TOP’3 DEATHS BY AGE GROUP: 
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CONGENITAL UNINTENTIONAL UNINTENTIONAL UNINTENTIONAL UNINTENTIONAL UNINTENTIONAL UNINTENTIONAL = MALIGNANT MALIGNANT HEART 
ANOMALIES INJURY INJURY INJURY INJURY INJURY INJURY CANCERS CANCERS DISEASE 
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CONFLICTS 


$$ WORLD WAR II 1939 - 1945 
MONGOL CONQUESTS 1206 - 1368 
¥@ QING DYNASTY CONQUEST OF THE MING DYNASTY 1618 - 1683 
#4 SPANISH CONQUEST OF THE AZTEC EMPIRE 1519 - 1532 
YQ) TAIPING REBELLION 1851 - 1864 
&. WORLD WAR | 1914 - 1918 
fe= CONQUESTS OF TIMUR 1370 - 1404 
° CHINESE CIVIL WAR 1927 - 1949 

y 1533 - 1572 


30 YEARS’ WAR 1618 - 1648 


*PIN REPRESENTS LOCATION OF OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES 
**DEATH TOLLS BASED ON GEOMETRIC MEAN OF HIGH AND LOW 
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36,696,798 
34,641,016 
25,000,000 
24,300,000 
22,360,680 
13,396,335 
12,649,111 
9,671,401 

8,400,000 

5,873,670 


EUROPE, ASIA, MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA, PACIFIC 
EUROPE, ASIA 

CHINA 

MEXICO 

CHINA 

EUROPE, ASIA, MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA 
CENTRAL, EAST, AND SOUTH ASIA 

CHINA 

PERU 

EUROPE 


| EPIDEMICS | *PIN REPRESENTS LOCATION OF INITIAL OUTBREAK 
DATES DEATH TOLL LOCATION 


E 

@> BLACK DEATH 1346-1350 137,500,000 EUROPE, ASIA, NORTH AFRICA 5 

SPANISH FLU 1918-1920 75,000,000 + WORLDWIDE 

@ PLAGUE OF JUSTINIAN 541-542 37,500,000 EUROPE, EGYPT, WEST ASIA 3 
Rip \ HIV/AIDS PANDEMIC 1960-PRESENT 30,000,000+ WORLDWIDE : 

@@ FIRSTCOCOLIZTLIEPIDEMIC © 1545-1548 10,000,000 +~—‘ MEXICO : 

@®) ANTONINE PLAGUE 165 - 180 5,000,000 EUROPE, WESTASIA, NORTH AFRICA 

2 SECOND COCOLIZTLIEPIDEMIC 1576 2,250,000 ‘MEXICO 

24 ASIAN FLU 1957-1958 2,000,000 +‘ WORLDWIDE 


%@ THIRD CHOLERA PANDEMIC 1852 - 1860 1,000,000 RUSSIA 
RUSSIAN FLU 1889 - 1890 1,000,000 WORLDWIDE 


e 
The Nib 
Interview fanheceeeee 


IN HER 70S, AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST BARBARA HER RECENT POLEMIC, NATURAL CAUSES, GOES 
EHRENREICH HAS DONE SOMETHING UNUSUAL: AFTER A WIDE RANGE OF TARGETS, INCLUDING 
GIVEN UP ON CANCER SCREENINGS, ANNUAL MINDFULNESS GURUS, THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, 
EXAMS, PAP SMEARS, AND A HOST OF OTHER AND THE SURPRISING LACK OF EVIDENCE-BASED 
RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES. MEDICINE BEHIND ALL THOSE REGULAR SCREENINGS. 


THIS IS THE RULE 
I LAID DOWN WITH MY 
PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN: 


I WILL COME TO 
YOU IF SOMETHING 
IS BOTHERING ME, 
BUT YOU ARE NOT 
TO GO LOOKING 
FOR THINGS. 


4 WE HAVE TO | 
—— RECOGNIZE WE CANNOT 
CONTROL EVERYTHING 
THAT GOES ONIN OUR 
BODIES. 


SHE BELIEVES OUR CURRENT CULTURAL OBSESSION SOME OF MY MORE HEALTH-INVOLVED FRIENDS 


WITH “WELLNESS” SERVES MORE AS A CLASS HAVE CHIDED ME FOR BUTTERING TOAST. NOW, 
SIGNIFIER THAN ANYTHING THAT HELPS US LIVE I’M SORRY, THAT'S WHAT TOAST IS. A VEHICLE 
LONGER—OR BETTER. TO PUT BUTTER INTO MY BODY. 


| HEALTH COULD APPLY To ANYBODY. Va 


WELLNESS IS FOR THE RICH... YOU'RE 
GOING TO EXOTIC LUXURY SPAS WHERE 


YOU CAN BE MASSAGED AND OTHERWISE 
INTERFERED WITH ALL DAY. 


DON’T BOTHER ME ABOUT ALCOHOL 
AND OTHER VICES I MAY HAVE. I’M NOT 
GONNA GIVE ‘EM UP NOW! I’M 76! 


I DON’T REALLY THINK 
WE NEED DIFFERENT CLOTHES 
FOR GYM, FOR SLEEP, FOR 
EVERYDAY USE. I THINK GYM 
CLOTHES SHOULD WORK 
FOR EVERYTHING. 


I THINK WHAT FREAKS 
PEOPLE OUT ABOUT THEIR OWN 
PERSONAL DEATHS IS THE IDEA OF 
A WORLD WITHOUT THEMSELVES 
INIT. AND I THINK WE NEED TO 
GET A BIT OVER OURSELVES. 


SOMETHING INVOLVING HIGH SEAS 
AND HIGH WINDS. SOME OF THE NEAR- 
DEATH EXPERIENCES I’VE HAD HAVE 
INVOLVED BOATS AND WATER AND, 
YOU KNOW, IT JUST SEEMS LIKE 
A GOOD WAY TO GO. 


MY SELF WILL END WITH 
MY DEATH. BUT I KNOW THE 
WORLD IN ALL ITS GLORY AND 
VIOLENCE AND FRUSTRATING 
BEAUTY WILL GO ON. 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


Death in World War | magazine. The color version comes 
from 1927’s Albert Hahn Prenten, 
“The New Warfare” by McKee a posthumous book edited by his 
Barclay of The Baltimore Sun was adopted son, Albert Hahn Jr. The 
published in the July 1915 issue of cartoon was created in response to 
Cartoons Magazine. The cartoon the new British-French offensive 

was in response to the first German that started on September 25, 1915, 
poison gas attack on the western which included the Battle of Loos 
front on April 22, 1915 at Ypres, (where Britain used poison gas for 
Belgium, where there were five the first time), the Second Battle of 
battles fought during the war. Champagne, and the Third Battle of 
Those battles resulted in 1,000,000 Artois. The art is in the long European 
casualties, which is about the same tradition of “danse macabre,’ an 
number of people who live today artistic genre of allegory on the 

in San Jose, California. The city of universality of death: It doesn’t matter 
Ypres was completely destroyed who or what you were in life, the 

and later rebuilt from scratch with danse macabre unites all in death. 
German reparation money. 


THE ARCHIVE 
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Warren Bernard 
author/lecturer on the history 
of editorial-political cartoons 
and Executive Director of the 
Small Press Expo. 


“Het Nieuwe Offensief” or “The 
New Offensive” by Albert Hahn was 
originally printed in black and white 
on October 2, 1915, on the cover of 
De Notenkraker, a Dutch socialist 


BARCLAY, in Baltimore Sun 


THE NEW WARFARE | 


Grim war in shining armor ’ With acrid fumes of ruin 
Blew far his baleful breath; ’ He spread the curse of death. 
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HET NIEUWE OFFENSIEF. 
DOODENDANS. 
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Letters to 
the Editor brawn by Aly shed 


I WOULD DIE STRANDED AT SEA 
WITHIN SIGHT OF LAND BUT UNABLE 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


TELEPORTER/ 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
UPLOADER/OTHER 
FUTURE TECH 
ACCIDENT. IMAGINE 
BEING THE FIRST 
PERSON TO BOLDLY 
GO AND THEN 
IMMEDIATELY DIE. 


I DON'T WANT TO DIE CHOKING ON LEMONADE. _ 
MY FLUFFY GRAY CAT, MONKEY, 


: ss LL TRIP ME BOUNDING DOWN 
| 4 é THE STAIRS AS I DESCEND. 
MY NECK WILL BREAK 
CATS WILL EAT ME. 


LEMONADE? 
SERIOUSLY? 


TRAPPED IN AN ETERNAL ¥§ #8 () 

FOREST OF POISON IVY, 2 I WOULD NOT LIKE TO DIE ON MY COUCH WHEN THE 
CEILING FAN FREAK-ACCIDENTALLY DETACHES FROM ITS 
MOORINGS AND MANGLES AND/OR DECAPITATES ME. 


Everyone’s going to die and, let’s be honest, some deaths 
are better than others. We asked our subscribers to tell us 
the one way they absolutely did NOT want to leave this 
world. Hopefully no one’s jinxed themselves here. 


* 


DRIFTING THROUGH AN EMPTY, DEAD UNIVERSE 
THINKING ABOUT THOSE “GOOD TIMES” 
TRILLIONS OF YEARS BACK IN 2018. 


I DON'T WANT TO DIE CHOKING 
ON MY BAGEL AT WORK IN THE 
MORNING WHEN I'M SUPPOSED 
TO BE ANSWERING EMAILS BUT I'M 
READING THE N/B INSTEAD. 


THIS WAS 
DEFINITELY 
NOT FINE. 


I DON'T WANT TO DEATH IS TOO 
DIE IN MY SLEEP. IMPORTANT OF 
AN EVENT TO 
MISS IT. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


An actual email received by our editors, 


illustrated by Dustin Harbin. 


‘cyou have just few days 
left to live she ter that me 
and my men eo come 


for your life... hry men 


are eurro ° 
yeh as oye receives 
z i bi from us. 


“you have been betrayed 
Some one very Ve 
ose to P prey . He paye 


“Tama Murder Agent 
From 1..9.A. 


“BE WARNED: DO Not 
TELL ANYBODY THIS..... 
rer ” 


“RESP NSE 


YOU WANT DONE 
TO YOUR BODY 
WHEN YOU DIE? 


Ellen 
Crenshaw 


THE RESPONSE 


Since I abandoned my faith, my 
concepts of death and afterlife have 
changed drastically. 


Where once I thought 
my Spirit would live on in 
eternity, now I face 
nothingness and 
oblivion. 


n . / 
ile : Y But there's something 
he comforting about nonexistence. 
PAIX 


If matter cannot be created or 
destroyed, in a way I will always be, 


and I always have been. 
There’s one thing I still hold true 


My body may serve a from the book of Genesis (3:19)... 
greater purpose —to be 
“Remember that you 


\? harvested for organs 
Ne Ws, or used for study — are dust, and to dust 
IS 


<=>) you shall return.” 


\ ys ae y yy 

a blll OZ) 
q and my remains /f 
TS _ will decay into iy 


j ae t the earth. 4 
Wor 2 


\. 


John 
Martz 


THE RESPONSE 


I ONCE READ ABOUT A PROPOSED I LIKE THE IDEA OF MY FRIENDS AND 
SERVICE THAT WOULD TURN THE LOVED ONES BEING GIVEN A PENCIL 
CARBON FROM A CREMATED HUMAN TO REMEMBER ME BY, EACH ONE 
BODY INTO A SET OF PENCILS. FILLED WITH POTENTIAL DRAWINGS, 
STORIES, OR GROCERY LISTS. 


PERHAPS I'D BE FORGOTTEN IN THE I'D BE SHARPENED AND WORN DOWN, 
BACK OF A DRAWER OR CHEWED ON EVENTUALLY DIMINISHING INTO A 

BY A FORGETFUL RELATIVE WORKING LITTLE NUB, HAVING OUTLIVED MY 
ON A PARTICULARLY TRICKY USEFULNESS ALL OVER AGAIN. 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE. 


J. MARTZ 


THE RESPONSE 


Isabella 
Rotman 


When \ die, \ want to be 
buried under a flowering tree. 


\talian designers have created an 
egg-shaped, organic urn out of 
biodegradable plastic that provides 


nutrients to a sapling planted above it. 
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Z \ love the iden 8 the matter of 


ny Rony ea something else. 
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For now, Gapsula Mundi is only designed 
for ashes, but they are working on new 
models suitable for uncremated remains. 


Ive already informed my loved 
ones that Td like my bod 
donated to the Complex tor 
Forensic Anthropology Research 


£6 ak Southern 
2 BB ele 


Minois University 
Carbondale. 
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My skeletal remains will be 
added to their permanent 
collection and used as a 
Leaching tool in perpetuity, until 
the destruction of civlization 


Emi 
Gennis 


There | will become 
a subject of study 
in an outdoor 


laboratory, 


And be able to rot 
into the dirt, just like 
the Baby Jesus intended. 


Or until they lose 


Funding, whichever 


happens First. 


THE RESPONSE 


EVERYTHING PeUPLE DID SeeEMeD SO 
SILLY, BECAUSE THEY ONLY DIED 
IN THE END. 


SYLVIA PLATH 
1932 - 1963 
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Dispatches 


ANUBIS 


GYPTIAN GoD 
OF HUPICRTION 


DISPATCH FROM HISTORY 


THROUGH HISTORY 
» Bd ELER| HARRIS 


TO DETERMINE 
IE A Sout WAS | 
‘WORTHY To ENTER 
THE UNDERWORLD. 


meds 


GY AX 

oF DEATH 

4200 BCs 2 
‘N! Jupegs THE DEAD, 

M Ta HELL, THEN OVERSEES 


IDZEYNOME 


DUDH 


«== WHO LOITERS ARROUND 
HOSPITALS AND ACCIDENT SITES. 


) CONTINUATION 
Gl OF THE AZTEC 
'}) GODDESS 

Mf MICTECACTINUATL 
) (1300 AD) ASA 
B/ FOLK DEITY; SANTA 


Ts MUERTE,” OUR 
LADY OF HOLY DENT HS 
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DISPATCH FROM HISTORY 


DISPATCH FROM VERMONT 


STATIN’ ALIVE 


| A HEROIN SToRY + BY SoPHIE yANOoW 


AS A STRUGGLING TEEN, ZACH RHOADS 
FOUND A HOME WITH THE EDGY PARTY 
KIDS, OXYCONTIN BECAME HIS DRUG 
OF CHOICE. 


IT'S NOT UKe 
A SENSATIONAL 
“AND THEN HE 

FOUND JESUS” 


| WAS MakinG 
A WT OF PROGRESS 
\N my LIFE, 


SOMETIMES HE'D MISS PLAYING A SHOW. 
SOMETIMES HE'D TAKE A PILL INSTEAD OF 
FACING A CHALLENGE, IN 2010, PILLS 
BECAME HARDER To FIND, AND HE MovED 


TO HEROIN. 


} HAO WORKED 
WITH A STUDENT \N 


A MINDFULNESS 
PRACTICE... 


THEY ALSO Tolb MG | WAS 


COMPLETELY GLVE WHEN THEY 
FOUND ME... 


IT WASNT REALLY 
A “come To Jésus: Mome, 


ZACH GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL IN 2004 AND 
GOT A JOB WORKING wiTH BEHAVIORALLY 
CHALLENGED KIDS. HE TOOK COLLEGE 
CLASSES. HE WROTE SONGS IN A BAND. 

HE STILL TOOK PILLS. 


| WOVLD HAVE Some 
SUCCESSES 


THar was A GOOD 

REASON TO SAY, 4 

CAN CONTINUE 
WITH THIS- 


USING HEROIN WAS MORE DiFFICULT To 
HIDE, HE BECAME ISOLATED AND BEGAN 
BORROWING MONEY FROM HIS PARENTS 
FOR THINGS Uke “SNOW TIRES." 


IT TURNED OVT TO 
HAVE BEEN WHAT'S 
CALLED COGNITIVE 
BEHAVIORAL THERARN., 


ZACH APPLIED SOME OF THE COGNITIVE 
BEHAVIORAL TECHNIQUES To HIMSELF. 
HE MANAGED to USE Less FREQUENTLY 
AND BECAME LESS \SoLATED. 


1 MoveD AWAY 
From A REALLY 


DESTRUCTIVE 
INVOLVEMENT 
WITH DRUGS, 


HE'S PRETTY SURE IT WAS CUT WITH 


FENTANYL 
‘a’ 


TODAY, ZACH Is AN INTERVENTIONIST AT 
A NERMONT HIGH SCHOOL. HE WRITES, 
PODCASTS, AND WORKS IN AN ADDICT) oN 
PROGRAM THAT POSITIONS ITSELF AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE TO THE TWELVE STEPS, 


| A BG PART OF 
WHAT | DO Now Is TO 
TRY To advocate Foe 
KEEPING PEDeLE ALIVE 

NO MATTER WHAT. 


| 
ne 


BUT AFTER ABOUT TWO MONTHS CLEAN, 


HE BOUGHT Some HEROIN. HE DID A 
DOSE, 


WHAT IT CAME TO BE WAS THAT IT 
WAS NOT HEROIN LIKE | THOUGHT... 
AND AT THAT POINT, | PROBABLY 


DIDNT HAVE A VERY GOOD TOLERANCE. 


}) WAS IN THE HOSPITAL AND | REMEMBER 
FOR THE FIRST TIME HAVING To EXPLAIN 
TO MY MOTHER... THAT | DO HEROIN. 


THEIR LIVES THAT THEY FIGURE 
OUT HOW TO Move FORWARD..- 


IF THEY CAN ONLY STAY 
ALIVE LONG ENOVGH, 


DISPATCH FROM VERMONT 


DISPATCH FROM LOS ANGELES 


my FAMILY fS PRETTY SECULAR AND 
STRAITLACED, SO J WASA LITTLE WORRIED 

THAT THEY MIGHT BE UNCOMFORTABLE IN A 
METAPHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. BUT SANDY 

SEEMED PERFECTLY NORMAL AND oes 


BY ANDREW GREENSTONE | | \ 
\ WE * ee | ) Whe 


\e 


NMAYmy | Sy 
FAMILY VISITED MEIN CALIFORNIA AND > 
TOGETHER WE CONTACTED SANDY SMITH, 
A PET PSYCHIC AND MEDIUM TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH OUR DEAD CAT, PERSEPHONE. 


7 


HAD BEFORE THIS ONE 
WAS BLACK AND WHITE. 
HER NAME WAS 


BUT SHE'S 
SENDING ME 
SADNESS, LIKE 
YOU NEED TO HAVE 
NOTHER CAT IN THE 


HOUSE TO TAKE 


THIS ONE. THE WAY SHE 
WAS KIND OF POPPED INTO 
THE WORLD, SHE 
FECT GROUNDED, SHENEVER 


FECT LIKE THINGS 
WERE VERYMUCH 
ERMS. 


HAVE DONE? 
SHE WASN'T 


ME 
, THO 
DIFFERENT CAT THAT, NOMATTER WHAT, 


Te RTEAS, __ | THEY JusT DON'T BELONG. | 


SHE WAS NEUROTIC 
FIRST OF ALL, SHE “IT WAS my 
WAS THE RUNTOF FAULT AND | 
WHE LITTER,ANDWE FEEL GUILTY 
DIONTGETHER , ABOUT IT. 
SPAVED AND WE 
SHOULD HAVE. 


SEIS TL NONI O 


» SHE MADE MY DADFESL A LITTLE 
BETTER ABOUT SOMETHING HE DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW WAS WEIGHING ON HIM. 


ANYTHING WE 
COULD HAVE 
su DONE TO MAKE 
|\ Her HAPPIER? 


7 


PLACE, ANDTHATSHE 
WAS LOVED. THAT 1S 
WHAT WAS MORE 
IMPORTANT TOHER. 


THE ONE THING THAT PETS ANDTHE DEAD 
HAVE IN COMMON IS THEY CANT ABSOLVE 
YOU. THEY CAN'T TELL YOU THAT YOU DID THE 
RIGHT THING BY THEM. SANDY SmiTH COULD. 


= IT'S AUTTLE THING, 
BUT LITTLE THINGS STACK UP. 


CS 


DISPATCH FROM LOS ANGELES 


DISPATCH FROM NEW ORLEANS 


MY GRANDMOTHER HAS A LOT TO SAY 
ABOUT MY GREAT UNCLE BOBBY, WHO 
OWNED A FUNERAL PARLOR IN NEW ORLEANS. 


Only the 
funeral director. 
wy And sometimes your 
other great uncle, 
who looked like corpse 
himself! 
Write that down. 


WHAT EMERGED WAS A PROFILE OF A MAN 
WHO FELT COMPELLED TO PROVIDE A 
NECESSARY SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 


Well, first of f this was durin segregation. / RATHER THAN JUST MAKE A PROFIT. 


Black-owned business, 100% black 
clientele. It was a place that our 
people could go ‘cause others 
wouldn't take us. 


RSX 
boc 


HE ENCOURAGED FOLKS TO SPEND WITHIN 
THEIR MEANS ON FUNERAL FURNISHINGS, 
WHICH OFTEN PROVED CHALLENGING. 


; NX ‘Cause you Know some 
Bm, folks would want the 
Be fanciest caskets and 
Lich » couldnt afford it. 
2 ei < : Ny 


\N 1947, BOBBY ESTABLISHED PROFESSIONAL 
FUNERAL SERVICES AFTER HAVING 
PURCHASED THE FUNERAL PARLOR FROM 
HIS MENTOR, DR. WILLIAM FREDERICK. 
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SURPRISINGLY, HE SOMETIMES DISCOURAGED 
FAMILIES FROM HIRING A BAND FOR THE 
SECOND LINE, A TRADITIONAL NEW ORLEANS 
PROCESSIONAL DONE AT WEDDINGS AND 
FUNERALS. 


You Know, \t was nice, 

it starts but some simp\| 
with a dirge, could not affor 
bu-dum, bu-dum... to hire a band. 


celebratory, 
dancin’ in 
the streets. 


\f there were two wives who had 
different wishes in mind, it could 
get ugly. They'd be out—faintin: 
and wailing each other! 

Had to bring the 
smelling salts. 


DISPATCH FROM NEW ORLEANS 


DISPATCH FROM THE FUNERAL HOME 


£/ muerto 
parado—“dead 
man standing" — 
practice started 
in San Jusn, 


“| Puecto Rico... 


New embalming 
techniques enable 
morticians +0 pose 
bodies in all sorts 
of ways — 
standing, 
Cross-legged... 


41 MERCEDES CARLOS M. CABRERA 


.-whece murder victim *PEDRSTO" DANTOSAS | 


posed as arap Star at his own funeral. 


Z| 


\\ recent years, a new funeral tradition 
has arisen where the corpse is posed 
in theiv (former) favorite setting or activity. 


That was his wish. te a 
+o be.. - Eroraing up-- 


ein id 

i) 
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The victim's brother, Carlos Torres 
ewe 12S - reer 


and even with 
their sa opel 
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AS Told +40 Fox News. 


Corpses have been 
posed standing in 
2 boxing ring... 


4 | Ke CHRISTOPHER RIVERA 


ee 


yy 
RENATO GARCIA ¥ 


More recently, MIRIAM "MAE MAE” 
BURBANK posed with beer and cigarettes 
at her viewing. 


By (She had died oF cancer.) 
ca 


... partying with friends... | 
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JOMAR AGUAYO COLLAZO 


In New Orleans in 2012, ja12 musician LIONEL 
BATISTE stood among the... cevelers?... 
at his own funeral. 


\ +hink it's amazing... to capture 
Someone's lifestyle, the way they 
lived.... It's a good way to cross over.* 


Family friend Lisa C. Moore 
GN 


DISPATCH FROM THE FUNERAL HOME 
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| DON'T LIKE THE PAGAN 

NATURE OF HALLOWEEN, 

(T'S TEACHING CHILOREN 
EVIL THINGS, 
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Illustration by Terry LaBan 


A NEW COLLECTION 
OF COMICS BY MATT BORS 
FROM CLOVER PRESS 


Featuring 184 pages comics 
on this terrible era of Trump, 
police shootings, Nazis, and 
generally participating in society 
while criticizing it. 


COMES witH A 
FREE sticker! 


INTRODUCTION BY TOM ToMoRROW = 


ORDER At tHENiB.cCOm/BOOoksS 


®Inkwell 


It'S LIKE & 
f\ SecREet Cocke ci 
with Comics 


SPooky. st 
chants Access 


Join Today AND SuPPoR+ 
+he pals a THE leet Haul 


The Inkwell is our new mem! yy supporting us, y 

program to sustain The Nib ie hae a aia: ie T Hi = oO N ‘It 8B 
us producing the best nonfiction and 

political cartoons. 


par pennreas 


1AM GOING TO WRITE FIR@ UNTIL IT 

COMES CUT OF MY CARS, MyeyeS, MY 

NOSE HOLES — EVERYWHERE. UNTIL 
ITS EVERY BREATH | BREATHE. IM GOING 
T0 GO OUT LIKE A FUCKING MeTEOR | 


AUDRE LORDE 


1934-1992 
ae 
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Silicon a tries to ay death 


Intestinal Valye 


intestinal 
Deflection 
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The lifespan of C. elegans is short. Almost 
all are dead only a month after theyre born. 


Day! Day 5 


Almost all. A few live much, much longer. 


a =x : aT < 
In 1993, in her lab at University of California, 
San Francisco, biologist Cynt ia Kenyon 
and her team were studying these mutant 
Day 20 Day 25 Day 60 outliers, trying to figure out their secret. 


One gene is changed out 
of 20,000, and look at it. 


FEATURES 


Kenyon discovered that damaging 
a single gene called daf-2 doubled 
the life span of the worms. 


It takes this 


1 
v3 agent Weers worm two days to 
= age as much as the 
.” normal worm ages 
ga in one day. 
uw 

a 
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Before this, aging was seen as too 
complex to tackle in a meaningful way. 


Kenyon’'s discovery changed things. 
If knocking out a single gene could 
produce effects like that, maybe we 

could figure out why we get old and die. 


FEATURES 


In 2014, Cynthia Kenyon was named 

vice president of animagires research 
J at Calico, an longevity biotechnology 

company backed by feasie 


Silicon Valley is all in 
on chasing the dream 
of eternal life. 
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The Palo Alto Longevity Prize offers 

$1 million to scientists able to 


demonstrate that they've significantly 
extended life and restored youth. 


Ultimately, | think 
welll crack the age 
code and welll 
hack aging. 
And if we do, 
not only will 
health care be 
transformed, but 
humanity. 


LY fe 


Amazon billionaire 


Jeff Bezos has invested 
heavily in the field. 


# Larry Ellison spent 


over $300 million. 


Russian internet billionaire 
Dmitry Itskov has an eccentric plan 
for immortality through cybernetics. 


But the best-known tech billionaire 
who wants to live forever is 

Peter Thiel, famous for co-founding 
Paypal and investin early in Facebook, 
and notorious for destroying Gawker 
Media and backing Donald Trump. 


Death is 
a problem that 
can be solved. 


Business Insider, LolL 
yes 


e Thiel Fello 


$100,000. Some idea 


In 2006, Thiel pledged $3.5 million to the 
Methuselah Foundation’s Strategies for 
Engineered Negligible Senescence (GENS), 
run by Aubrey de Grey, a biologist and 
mathematician with # Rasputin hairstyle 
famous for speculating that the first 
human to live to 1,000 is already alive. 


As far as |'m 

concerned, aging 

is nen worst 
g some 

, i 
serious distance. 


And in Zoll, Thiel paid a 17-year-old 
wunderkind $100,000 to drop out of 
MIT and work to end aging forever. 


Laura Deming got started young. 


When | was a kid, 
a Sy it was obvious that 
TH _| this was the biggest 
D\ possible problem 
to work on, 


De Grey's SENS Research 
Foursation is funding multiple 
research studies into longevity 
and age-related diseases. 


SO 


Her grandmother's health 
issues inspired Deming 
| early interest in aging. 
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At the age of 12, she wrote a letter to 
Cynthia Kenyon asking to visit the lab 
where they studied C. elegans. 


Deming grew up homeschooled in 
New Zealand; she loved science. 


Cynthia is the first 
person | ever emailed 


outside my family. 


Deming enrolled in MIT at age 14, 
then dropped out only two years later 
when she won a $100,000 Thiel Fellowship. 


Kenyon did her one better. 
She invited the precocious Deming 
to come to UCSF and work in her lab. 


She founded a venture capital firm 


investing in technologies to extend life 
spans. In 2017 when Deming was 
23 years old, the fund raise $22 million. 


e gave a I2-year-old ¥ 
chance to work in 
her lab. It’s crazy! 


[A] 12-year-old is 
not useful, they take 
up more resources 


than they expend. 


Deming has entered the field at a 
critical juncture. The number of papers 
published on longevity has grown 
enormously since Kenyon’s research 
on roundworm genes L5 years ago. 


| think one fascinating 
fact is really how 
young the field of 
aging is. 


It’s sort of an 
oxymoron! 


Papers on ek that 
make mice live longer 
ae) 
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One of the biggest challenges is 
translating promising research in shorter- 
lived creatures like mice and worms into 
longer-lived humans. Studying a human 
life span would take... a human life span. 


Physics has 
relatively worked out laws 
and science. [But in aging 

research] we have no 
idea where we are. 


We have seen that genes we 
discover in worms turn out to do 
similar things in mice. Finding that 

cross-species translation is one 
thing that's really surprising. 


They're so far 
from a mouse it’s 
not even funny. 


F But genes we found 
worked the same in mice. 
You then apply that 


to humans. 


FEATURES 
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; | In 1996, Calment released a r 


The longest lived person on 
record was a French woman 
named Jeanne Calment. 


album called The Master 


wT, 


*Dance now! 


When you exclude high historical 
infant mortality and the dangers of 
early sdalthood like (war and childbirth), 
lifespans have remained relatively 
constant throughout human history. 


And in 1997 aged 122, she died, marking 
off the upper limit of known longevity. 


-—~ 


First, it's important to understand that 
aging is probably less of a necessity 
than you might think. Once an organism 


successfully passes on its genes, it 
: ee. 
usually doesn't matter if it lives or dies. 


But the actual mechanics of senescence, 
the deterioration of function that 
accompanies aging, are complicated. 


Epigenetic Vsermi x. _ DNA 


\‘€ 
Factors Damage _QMitochondrial 
wer Y Dysfunction 
, a 
, Nutrient 
Proteostatic Signaling 


Dysfunction Dysfunction 


Senescent Cell 
RSG 
Stem Ble STs. 


Exhaustion > ®> @ Inflammation 


For example, the telomeres that protect 
our chromosomes gradually shorten 
with every replication until theyre gone. 
People with longer telomeres live longer 
on average than people with short ones. 


Or as Aubrey de Grey put it: 


Aging is not a product of 
selection; [aging] is simply a 
product of evolutionary eect. 
We have aging because it's hard 
work not to have aging. 


An obvious factor is the simple fact 
that as you get older, you accumulate 


damage, which eventually can kill you. 


But that’s only part of the story. 
Research has uncovered many different 
things that can make sninnale tive longer. 
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cas “ez Injecting the blood of young mice into 
Restricting caloric intake sider ones improves the heart and 
increases the life span of mice. muscle function of the older mice and 


made them better at remembering things. 


Impact on life span of eating less 
— Normal diet 


— 80% of normal 
caloric intake 


~ 10% increase 


% Survival 


Old Mouse Neural Stem 
Cell Proliferation 


Greater Enhanced Skeletal Muscle 
Blood Flow Olfaction Rejuvenation 


Some drugs developed to treat 
diabetes have unexpectedly 
increased the life span of mice. 


— Control 
— Metformin 


Why do any of these 
things increase longevity? 


~ 10% increase 


2 Survival 


Nobody knows, but they're 
trying to find out. 


The quest for immortality seems like 
fantasy, but what if we succeed? 

You might have noticed that the people 
funding this research are incredibly rich. 


And what would a longer life mean 
a for inequality if it also extends the 
a ability of the x ee | to 


B accumulate yet more capital? 
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It's not just about making 
it happen, but when it happens, 
how do we make sure that 
this great good is not used 
as a way to divide? 


If living forever becomes the province of 
the super-rich, what does that mean for 
the rest of us? Would it create a 
permanent underclass of shorter-lived 
people without access to the technology? 


These 
Laura 


seat concern 
eming but also drive her. 


One of the reasons | want to be on 
the team that helps create the thing 
is to help make sure that when we 
do have something, it’s in as many 
people's hands as possible. 
You can assume 
pial te science 
will progress 
forward. 


Phase one is 
discovery; phase 
two is everyone 

has it. 
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Twentieth-century aviation celebrity 
Charles Lindbergh dreamed of stopping 
death by replacing organs with machines. 


The rich and powerful spending their 
fortunes on a vain quest for immortalit 
is an old story, but even if they fail, it 


can have unexpected outcomes. 


The societies effect of sanificantig 


increased life spans would be profoun One of the reason wh 


people don't do things that are 
long enough in scope is that 
oure not around to see the 


benefits of having done it. 


a ISA N 


WN a 
It shakes the very foundation of the 
timescale that we base our lives on. 


pan 


What if the inventor of the 
vaccines were around and saw 
how many lives he'd saved? 
It’s incredible how single 
individuals can have insanely 
large impacts on society. 


One of the things that | used to 
find very inspiring is reading the 
great minds of history. | think that 
society would be so fascinated by 
what those minds would say 
if they were here today. 


Gilgamesh, faced with the death of his 
friend, is horrified at his own mortality. 
He sets out to find Utnapishtim, a man 
who survived the Great Flood and was 

granted immortality by the gods. 


Aging and death are the deepest 
obsessions of humanity. Our oldest 

surviving work of literature-the epic of 
Gilgamesh-wrestles with this very thing. 


Utnapishtim warns Gilgamesh against 
seeking eternal life, telling him that all 
things except gods die. Why fight it? 


But on the urging of his wife, 
Utnapishtim tells Gilgamesh of a plant 
which, even if it does not grant 
immortality, will restore the hero's youth. 


Gilgamesh does finds the plant, b 
| strapping weights to his beet an 
diving to the bottom of the sea. 


4 


But before he can use it, it is stolen 
by a snake. The hero does not 
accomplish his quest. 


Weeping, he returns to 
_| the city where he is king. 


FEATURES 


An acclaimed 
author, a funeral 
celebrant, 

a palliative care 
nurse, and 


a veteran 


describe when 
they first faced 


a corpse. 


Interviews by 
Sarah Mirk 


Illustrated by 
Amanda Scurti 
John Carvajal 
Julia Gfrorer 
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Amanda Scurti 


MARY ROACH 


AUTHOR 
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Te SHE WAS A SMART, WORDY PERSON, EVEN 
WHEN MY MOM WAS 81, SHE HAD BEEN WHEN SHE WAS IN THE HOSPITAL, WE'D DO 
SICK FOR QUITE A WHILE. THE JUMBLE TOGETHER, 


| AZ 


Sint eee ji ane ‘ — ~~. 
AT THE FUNERAL HOME, THEY se : fi WHAT THE NE 
BROUGHT US INTO THIS BIG ROOM WITH { HECK DO WE Do FoR 
HER COFFIN AND SAID THEY'D LEAVE ee A WHOLE HOUR? / 
US THERE FOR AN HOUR. a _ ~ “se 


“~~ feet “<q 
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IT'S NOT LIKE YOU'VE SAVED UP 
ALL THE SORROW AND GRIEF FoR THE 
MOMENT YOU SEE THE BODY — LOSING 

SOMEONE IS A LONG PROCESS, 


| 


WE DECIDED To Do THE JUMBLE THAT FELT LIKE THE MOMENT 
WITH HER ONE LAST TIME, OF SAYING GOODBYE. 


John Carvajal 


~ HOLLY PRUETT = 


HOMENRUNCRAU 


Bs) 


He was an OBGYN, usually 
delivering someone else’s babies 
during my school recitals. 
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From @ young age, my life was 
shaped by my Sather’s absence. 


id PE Bs 

Then he started having an 
aSSair. On my 12th birthday, 
he moved 6,000 miles away 
and never came back. 


When he was 63, he was 
diagnosed with brain cancer. 
I became the only one there 
engaged in the end of his life. 
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He was never ff 
there for me, | 4 
why should I be D> 
there for him? jaa 


: 1 Wray. 5) i. 

fo SSE ST ENS 

But I realized that this was as 
much for me as it was for him. 


This was my only chance to 
shi$t our relationship. 


Even my sister didn’t 
want to come. 


He had always been very 
unsentimental about 
people with disabilities. 


If I ever get 
like that, 
put 2 pillow 
over my face 


But when he 
got there, 
he wanted 
every day. 


I recognized that I needed 
some kind of grie§ ritual. 


He didn’t want a funeral, 
memorial, or service o§ 
any kind. Nothing. 


Months later, I received a 
portion of his ashes in a 
yogurt container. 


‘ 


| That got me started 
on my work as 
fSuneral celebrant. 


pa s 
I bring people 
together 
to help 
prepare Sor 
how we die. 
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Julia Gfrorer 


ERESA BROWNS 


‘Home hospice nurse & author. 


Every death 
‘3 Wietinet. 
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Most people, their 
bodies veryvery 
slowly shut 
down. 


ee 


A hundred years ago, 
death was So much more 
a. park of peoples hives: 


\f your neighbor died: P, 
{wey died. af home, J 
and everyone {new 

about i. 


Being So close 

to death gives a 

value to life that 

T didnt have 

before [. took 
this job. 


i} 
e “They stop 
ZS being able te 
Loe digest food, 
ra, their kidneys Shut down, o 
Sometimes fluid fills. thew extvemities. 
i) 


People lose the 
Swallow ‘ t : . ee 
the death rattle Comes 4 Kt) _ | Wy p 4 All nurses have oe 

from; Co y 0) . j y y LANN 3 the exterience : - i 
their “First deaths’ 
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ff. My eatient Wad=cancer all 
i Henan bar lungs. If we took off 
\ the breathing task, She would die . 


— 


St 


athe family Wad to decide I put my stethoscope 
to take the mask off, down on her heart and 


hey knew she LP erties 
: nese get better, Ls i = r TT. 4 


When youre used 
to hearing a 
heartbeat, its 
so Strange, 
Dead is dead, 


nad animated 
yj her being 


She died pretty quickly, 
a a —— 


— 


[ weat for a jon 
to think abo 
reas 
ed 
was in. the rain 
and 
walk 


I was So deep in. 5 { 
thought, Tstippediion | 4 
Some wet leave $ an 


and fell. y 3: part uy ated my 


\t Turns out T had 


ao — | couldn't work 
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Levi Hastings 


VINCE EMANUELE 
=VeTERAN & ACTIVIST= 


I grew up in an industrial, working-class town 
in Indiana. I was going Co parties, playing sports, 
doing stupid shit with my friends. 


uy 


N With bad grades, I didn’t have a lot 


The firet time I really engaged with anyone 
was a month into my second tour. 
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My dad had been in Vietnam. 


He tried to talk me out 
of joining the army. 


Vay) 
This will be 
y another Vietnam! 


He knew what happens when you come home. 
How many of my dad's friends died from 
Agent Orange, killed themselves, 
drowned themselves in alcohol? 


e shot Che 
Chat wa 


I remember it was very Loud. 


I walked up slowly becauce I wae scared 
someone in the vehicle had a weapon. 


But inside was just a regular family. 
Husband, wife, Little boy and girl. 


There wae blood everywhere. 


i 
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In movies when people get shot, 
there's a Little blood splatter, 


4 Wee | 
But this was Like mangling of flesh 
—arms and bones twisted, brains 
<= and skulls caved in 


——_ : 
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The eyes of dead people are 
definitely a wild sight, 


Aer By 
Levi Hesttes 
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Written by Liltana Segura 
Illustrated by Jackie Roche 
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In February 2018, Alabama tried to 
execute Gf-year-old Doyle Lee Hamm. 
Hamm, on death row since 1987, had 
terminal cancer. 


His veins were 
deteriorated from 
years of drug use. 


But Alabama didn't listen. For two and 
a half hours, prison personnel poked 
and prodded to get his killing underway, 
aiming IV lines at his legs and ankles, 
then into his right groin. 

Re Rs 


Something disturbingly similar had 
happened just a few months earlier 
in Ohio. 


Prison staff tried and failed 
to insert IV lines to kill 
69-year-old Alva Campbell. 


His lawyers had warned for months 
that it was too risky to kill him 
by lethal injection. 


Things could go horribly wrong. 


On the gurney, Hamm wished for 
death. But just before 1130p.m., 
officials announced the execution 
was off. 


When they took him from i 

the gurney, Hamm collapsed. # 
The governor called off the 
execution after 25 minutes. 


Campbell died 
less than four 
months later. 


Botched executions are as old 
as the death penalty itself. 
But it’s rare for a person 

to survive an execution. 
Now tt had happened twice 
in three months. 
What was going on? 


A lot of people still 
think of lethal injection 
as a sophisticated medical procedure— 
a modern death penalty marvel. 
But in reality, 
it is junk -science. 
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Lethal injection is an American 
invention. It was first studied by 

a death penalty commission in 

New York state in the 1880s. 

But they rejected the idea on the 
basis tt could make people mistrustful 
of the hypodermic needle. 


=> g LO, 


So they went with electricity. 


“The most humane and 
practical method known 
to modern science.” 


After the justices gave the green 
light to restart executions four years 
later, a pair of politicians in 
Oklahoma decided they wanted 

to replace the electric chair with 
something superior. 


It looked 
like seared 
meat. 


Things went wrong from the start. 

In 1890, William Kemmler became the 
first man killed in the electric chair. 
It was ghastly. 

But other states adopted it anyway, 
killing thousands of people by the 

time the U.S. Supreme Court suspended 
executions in 1972. 


The Oklahoma Medical Association 
wanted nothing to do with the 
project. So they settled on the help 
of the state’s chief medical 
examiner, Jay Chapman. 


Chapman was no expert in euthanasia. 
And he knew other medical 
professionals might not approve. 

But he wasn’t worried. 


To hell 
with them. 


Chapman devised a three-drug The second (pancuronium bromide) 
cocktail: The First drug caused paralysis, including the 
(generally sodium thiopental) muscles used for respiration. 
anesthetized the prisoner. 


_—_ 


And the third (potassium chloride) 
stopped the heart. 


The combination would make it look easy and humane, 

like a person was going to sleep. The paralytic was especially 
important, since it would mask the ugly outward signs of 
what was happening. But there wasn’t much research behind 
the formula. 
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The first to try the experiment was 
the state of Texas. To complete the 
medical look, the head of the Texas 
Department of Corrections, W.J. 
Estelle, decided prisoners should be 
strapped down on a hospital gurney 
rather than the old electric chair. 


A prison chaplain suggested “a nice 
clean room, something that doesn't 
look like a prison.” 


“In 1992, AP reporter Michael Graczyk 


attended an execution that was more 
violent than any he had seen. 


= Tagg 


The man “went into a coughing 
spasm, groaned and gasped, lifted his 
head From the death chamber gurney 
and would have arched his back if 
he had not been belted down. After 
he stopped breathing, his eyes and 
mouth remained open.” 


In 1962, Charlie Brooks Jr. was the 
first to die by lethal injection. 

One media witness said he “gasped 
and wheezed,” but things went okay 
otherwise. Still, over the next few 
years, Texas struggled with lethal 
injection, especially when it came 
to Finding veins. 


Sometimes, men on the gurney helped 


Find a vein on their own bodies For 
executioners to use. 


These were glaring signs that the 
drugs were not working as planned. 
Nevertheless, lethal injection 
continued to spread. 
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By 2002, nearly every death penalty 
state and the Federal government 
had adopted tt. 


In 2005, The Lancet medical 
journal published disturbing data 
from different states that 
confirmed what many feared: 


“Without anesthesia, 
the condemned person would 
experience asphyxiation, 

a severe burning sensation, 
massive muscle cramping, 
and finally cardiac arrest.” 


Later that year, Florida botched 
the execution of Angel Diaz, 
causing Governor Jeb Bush to 
temporarily suspended all executions 
“to consider the humanity and 
constitutionality of lethal injections.” 


In 2006, Michael Morales was hours 
from being placed on the gurney when 
the two anesthesiologists refused 

to participate. 


California has not 
managed to carry out 
an execution since. 


The momentum against lethal injection 
Finally led the U.S. Supreme Court to 
agree to review Kentucky's execution 
protocol in Baze v. Rees. As the 
justices prepared to hear the case, 
Jay Chapman criticized the misuse of 
his invention. 


It never occurred 
to me when we set 
this up that we'd have 


complete idiots 
administering 
the drugs. 
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‘Oral arguments took place in 
January 2008. Kentucky defended 

tts protocol and the paralytic. 

“The purpose it serves is the purpose 
oF dignifying the process for the 
benefit of the inmate and for the 
benefit of the witnesses,” a state 
lawyer said. 
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But executions continued to go wrong. 
In 2009, Romell Broom became the 
first man to survive an attempted 
lethal injection after Ohio prison 
staff Failed to Find a vein. 

They gave up after two hours. 


The Court upheld lethal injection, 
7-2. “[Aln tsolated mishap alone does 
not violate the Eighth Amendment,” 
John Roberts wrote. 


Meanwhile, Hospira Inc., the sole 
U.S. manufacturer of sodium 
thiopental, announced a temporary 
halt after one of its suppliers 
stopped making a crucial ingredient. 


Their plans to move operations 

to Italy were thwarted when the 
Italian government, under pressure 
from human rights groups, 

refused to Facilitate the export 
of drugs to be used in executions. 


States began getting sodium 


thiopental from wherever they could. 


One batch was traced back 
to an office building in the 
back of a driving school in the UK. 


By the time it was used to kill 
people in the U.S., tt had expired. 
The men died with their eyes open. 


Meanwhile, states started passing 
new laws to expand their options, 
just in case. Tennessee made the 
electric chair the default alternative. 
Others weighed the firing squad. 


Some states broke federal laws in 
their scramble to seek drugs. 
The DEA swooped in and seized them. 


In 2013, the Florida Department of 
Corrections made lofty promises about 
a brand new drug, the sedative 
Midazolam: 


It was “compatible with evolving 
standards of decency that mark 
the progress of a maturing society, 
the concepts of the dignity of man, 
and advances in science, research, 
pharmacology, and technology.” 
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In 2014, Oklahoma tried to execute 
Clayton Lockett with Midazolam. 

He writhed and moaned. Executioners 
discovered the drugs were seeping 
into the tissue of his inner thigh 
instead of his veins. 


After the disastrous execution, the 
Supreme Court heard a challenge to 
Oklahoma's lethal injection protocol, 
in Glossip v. Gross, where Justice Alito 
claimed activists were waging... 


> ...a guerrilla war 
against the 
death penalty. 


Glossip also added a perverse new 
requirement for prisoners challenging 
their execution by lethal injection: 
They now had to provide a viable 


alternative way for the state to kill them. 


They called it of f, but he 
died of a heart attack. 


“It was like a horror movie,” 
one witness said. 


But later that year the Court upheld 
Midazolam, 5-4. Alito reasoned that, 
as long as there is capital punishment, 
there must be a constitutional way 

to carry tt out. 


After Glossip, states rushed to adopt 
Midazolam. In 2017, Arkansas set 
eight execution dates over ff days, 
trying to make use of its supply 
before it expired. 


What cruel irony 
that the method that 
appears most humane 

may turn out to be 
our most cruel 
experiment yet. 


Justice Sonia Sotomayor 


Jay Chapman, the creator of lethal 
injection, ts not a big Fan of 
executions these days. 


I had 


no idea. 


I was 
so naive. 


I was young— 

I had no idea 
that it would spread 
so quickly across» 

the states. 


Fordham law professor 
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Deborah Denno 


Meanwhile, Alabama has announced 
a whole new execution invention: 
nitrogen gas. 


"It's humane. It’s quick, 
and it’s painless.” 


— Alabama Pepublican 
Pep. Jim Hill 


Sources: ‘Photos From a Botched Lethal Injection,’ The New Republic, deathpenaltyinfo.org, Deborah Denno and WHNT News. 
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BETWEEN THESE TWO STATES IS A 
MOMENT WHERE THE WATER GOES 
SLACK. WHEN THE RIVER CEASES TO BE 


ARINER ANO [TS 


COMES AS 


SURFACE BE 
TRANQUIL AS THAT OF A VERNAL POND. 


IT 6 THS 
CALS 


“THE STILLNESS.” 


MOMENT SUSAN 


TT IS THE SECONO OAY OF AN 
ARTISTS’ RETREAT ASSEMBLED BY A 
FRIENO ANO FORMER PROFESSOR, 
SUSAN BICKFORD, 


NEWCASTLE, MAINE, 


HERE, A SMALL WATERFALL ABOVE ALONG 
TIDAL BASIN MARKS THE BEGINNINGS OF A 


MEANDERING ESTUARY FROM WHICH 
FRESH WATER TRICKLES SOUTH INTO SALT. 


THIS IS CALIEO A REVERSING OR TIDAL FALLS. 


FEATURES 


BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE 
RETREAT, I RECALL 
ATTEMPTING TO IMAGINE 
WHAT [T WOULD BE LIKE TO 
WITNESS THE PHENOMENON, 


THAT NIGHT 
TL OREAM. 


IN MY DREAM T AM CARRYING 
YOU ACROSS THE STILLNESS, 


(A 


— \ MY CHEST IS TIGHT. 
THE WATER tS COLD. 


TT IS AN IMPOSSIBLE SCENARIO. YOU 
ARE NOT YET HERE. ANO T HAVE NOT 
YET BEEN TO THE RIVER BANK, 


UM UN 
Me nuts 


MAY, 2047, 


4OU ARE PRESENT 
L SEE YOU YAWN, FOR THE FIRST TIME 
NM MIND. 
DISTINCT. 


TANGIBLE. 


f OCTOBER BAST, 2047, | 

a = y 
THERE 15 ASTORM. POWER IS OUT | 
EVERYWHERE, AN ENORMOUS PINE 
BRANCH FALLS IN OUR YARD, 
STRIKING ONE OF OUR BEEHIVES. 


FEATURES 


1 AMAT WORK, TRYING NOT TO 
SOB TOO LOUDLY. T CLENCH 


: 8 
WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU. 


L AM HOLDING MARY, TRYING TO COMFORT HER. 
SHE IS IN TERRIBLE PAIN, THE MEDICINE IS NOT 
WORKING, CONTRACTIONS COME IN CLUSTERS. 


FEBRUARY 2ND, 2018. 


WE ARE MAKING A RITUAL IN THE OARK OF THE HOUSE FOR 
IMBOLC, SAINT BRIGIO'S DAY, LIGHTING CANDLES IN EACH 
ROOM, HOPING TO LIGHT OUR WAY INTO THE FUTURE, 


NOVEMBER LOTH, 2017. 
T AM HOLDING MARY'S HAND. 


A COUNTING BEGINS, RECITEO BY SEVERAL PEOPLE. 
LT SOUNDS LIKE A CHANT IN A HOLY PLACE. 


ONE, AND. TWO, AND. THREE, AND, FOUR, 


I CAN'T TELL WHERE IT IS COMING FROM. T THINK IT (5 THE 
DOCTORS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CURTAIN. THAT THEY 
ARE COUNTING OFF TOOLS, COUNTING OFF THE STEPS IN A 
PROCEOURE. 


SOMETHING IS WRONG, 
TAM WORRYING TOO MICH, I TELL MYSELF, 
T ALWAYS WORRY TOO MUCH, 


I SQUEEZE MARY’S HAND INSTEAD. 
I AM THINKING ABOUT THE RETREAT BACK IN ALGUST, 


THERE IS AN OLD TYPEWRITER IN A CABIN THERE PAR 
OF ALARGER COLLECTINE PIECE TO WHICH THE 
PAZTICIPANTS AZE MEANT TO CONTRIBUTE, A ROLL OF 
PAPER, LIKE ASCROLL, JAMMED INTO THE FEED. 


ONE. AND, TWO, AND. THREE. ANO, FOUR. 


AS ABOVE. 


WHEN 3 AM ALONE, I TYPE SOMETHING FOR MYSELF. 


50 BEHIND. 


1 OO NOT KNOW WHAT IT MEANS. 
1 AM SO TIREO. T AM SO ANXIOUS. 


1 AM THINKING ABOUT 


PR), - = Pr \,. 


THEY RESUSCITATE YOU THREE TIMES. 
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FEATURES 


THE STAFF BEGINS TO CLEAR THE 
ROOM, TAKING MARY WITH THEM, 


1 BEG THEM TO LET MARY SEE YOU. 
THE HOSPITAL STAFF COVER YOUR HEAQ. 


4OU ARE VERY QUIET. 4OU ARE NOT MOVING. 


YOU ARE WHISKED AWAY WITH YOUR 
MOTHER TO PORTLAND, TO THE NICU, 


T FOLLOW IN AN EXHAUSTED FOG. 
“yy 


FAMILY ARRIVES AT THE NEW LOCATION, 
IERING AROUND 


NEUROLOGIST WE ASK 
THEY TELL US WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH YOU. 


SOMEONE ASKS ABOUT THE 
LUKELIHOOD OF RECOVERY, 


OF SURVIVAL. 


THERE ARE FACTS, 
Te ca Te. 


QUIET, 
: 1 AM CLENCHING M7 HANDS. 


LAM TRYING NOT TO CRY. 


Sy + AM CRYING SOLOUOLY T 
4 eine CLUTCHING THE 
SIDE MNS? HOSE BEL 


cata 


= 


eel 


LATER WE DESCEND BY 
ELEVATOR TO VISIT YOU. 


‘YOU WEAR A CROWN OF 


COLORED 
WIRES TO MONITOR YOUR BRAIN. 


YOUR BARE TORSO IS LURCHING, 
MECHANICAL OIFFICLILT TO WATCH. 


T AM AFRAIO AT FIRST TO 
TOUCH YOU, YOU ARE SO FRAIL. 


\ 


1 WATCH Your MOTHER CRADLE YOU 
INHER ARMS FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
N] TOUCHING YOU TO THE SKIN OF HER CHEST. 


WHEN AT LAST WE (0, IT IS IN EARNEST. 


NOTHING WILL BE LEFT 
WHEN YOU ARE GONE. 


-_— 
1 CAN'T BEAR LETTING YOU GO WITHOUT 
KEEPING SOMETHING YOU'VE TOUCHED. 


~A 
THE URGE IS NEAR TO OVERWHELMING. 


GUT YOUNEEO THESE THINGS. | 
T CAN'T TAKE THEM. | 
ra 


WE ARE TRYING TOSTAY TOGETHER, 
BUT THE CURRENT SHIFTS. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


2 HOURS PASS. 
WE ARE ALONE WHEN THE 
DOCTORS COME TO OUR ROOM 
TO TELL US YOU ARE LEAVING, 


ACE AS WE HOLO YOU IN THE FIRST MOMENTS 
FROM THE RESPIRATOR AND WIRES, 


SOME PART OF MY HEART 
KNOWS THAT YOU HAVE 
STOPPED BREATHING. 


WE SIT HOLOING YOU, AS THE DOCTOR 
CHECKS YOUR DIMINISHING PULSE. 


THE WATER (5 DARK. 


4OU ARE GROWING COLD INMY ARMS, 


WHEN [T IS DONE, WHEN EVERY PART OF YOU HAS 
CEASED TO SUFFER, WE ARE TOLV TO THINK 


YOU ARE AT PEACE. 


YOU ARE. THE RIVER, IT MOVES ON, 


| STU. | IN THE RIVER IT IS OARK, 


TT IS COLD. 


T THINK: 


WHAT AM I TO 00 NOW? 
ALL Mi FEARS AS A PARENT ARE CONFIRMED. 


NOVEMBER 13TH, THE FIRST SNOW OF THE 
SEASON DESCENDS UPON LIS AS WE DRIVE HOME, 


FROM HERE DAYS GROW SMALL. IN THE HALF-LIGHT 
OF WINTER, OUR PERCEPTION IS OBSCURED. 


STILLNESS, ONCE CONTEMPLATIVE, 
BECOMES PROFOUND, CRUSHING, 


TIME ANO MEMORY PERSIST, MOVING THROUGH US IN STRANGE 
WAYS, ONERGING, FORKING AWAY INTO DARKNESS, CARVING 
CHANNELS ALONG WHAT WAS, WHAT I5, NHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN, 


CURL AGAINST MARY ANO 


G incr Fees YOU KICKING, 


oe eee WEIGHT 
OF HER IS COMFORTING SOMEHOW, 


MY MING FILLS WITH PANIC. 
HE IS ASSEMBLING SOMETHING CA TOY?), ANO TELLING J THINK, WHO IS THIS?" 
US A JOKE WITH THE AWKWARDNESS OF A CHILO. 

—— "HOW HAVE YOU LIVEO?”" 


“L HAVE FORGOTTEN TO FEED Your 


I BUT IN WAKING, YOU VANISH, 


— I MAKE BOOKSHELVES, ONCE, FOR, YOU, NOW, IN ‘YOU! 
MEMORY. WE RECEIVE YOUR ASHES. THE HOLIDAYS PA mS, 


ZL WONDER— AM I APARENT? 
AM T A FATHER? 


I WANT TO RAISE THE DEAD. I WANT TO WALK ON WATER, 


FEATURES 


ANO FINAL OAY 
ARTISTS’ RETREAT. 


FEATURES 


KAYAKERS FLOCK TO THE FALLS. 
FIRES ARE LIT ON THE SHORE. 


ABOVE ALL THIS, A HANOMAQE FLAG, BEARING 
THE EMBLEM OF A STURGEON, SNAPS LIGHT 
AND HIGH IN A SHARP BREEZE. 


DIMINISHES, PUSHING SOUTH, FRESH WATER INTO BRACKISH, 


THE MOMENT 5 CRISP, BRIGHT WITH LIFE. = 
THE STRENGTH OF THE FALIS GROWS AS THE RIVER Tae 
VG 
if 


1 AM RESTING AGAINST DRIFTWOOD, 
MARY BESIDE ME, AND YOU WITH HER, 


J AM THINKING ABOUT TIME, 


HERE IN THIS PLACE MEASURED OUT BY THE 
PACE OF SUN AND MOON AND SHIFTING TIDES. 


THERE |S RHYTHM, REGULARITY, PREDICTABILITY. 


NS | EAll & 


ew 4 Phe ape A Lf Us, BY 

17, 1S T OF ALL. eut Tote Te THE Tees 
CeeMine 2 OVERHEAD WE ARE AS BRIEF AS THE 
SHADOWS PAGGING BENEATH THEI LEAVES. 


LAS |All & 


Done ane nome THE STONE Oe tine vOan: 
MOVING THROUGH IT. 


braid MORE” ‘SLOWING ALITTLE, BRE MeINE He T DOW 
TUMBLING THE STONE AWAY INTO THE ESSENCE OF ITSELF, 


NS, 


EVEN THE ACTION OF THE FALLS, SOMEDAY, WILL BE 
OBLITERA CHANGING THE: 


TED, PERHAPS IR LOCATION, 
MOVING THEM TO ACTION SOMEWHERE FURTHER 
UPRIVER, BUT EVENTUALLY THIS TOO, DEPARTS. 


THE RIVER GOES ON, 


tT LOVE YOu. 


T WILL WAIT FOR YOU BY THE RIVER. 
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Find your favorite cartoons 
for licensing and gifts 
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WRITTEN BY YAZAN AL 
TLLustRATED BY 


FEATURES 


I first met death accidentally When I 
around And I held this tin 
stn Here seee Fragile bird too tightly JS 


I was holding a small bird in 
my hands. I 

moment. 
Too exciting, 


twas an exciting 


Why is this bird not movingP 
Why did it feel lighter’? 
Will anyone miss this bird? 


The darker your skin color, and the 
poorer and further away from the 
metropole you are, the less Value 
your death has. 


FEATURES 


bO, 
bO 


criminals. : dren) 


‘CO 


wNot even 

death could 
eScape life's 
inequalities. 


FEATURES 


We Were all told that the loss of about 
3,000 American lives justified Vengeance. 

It didn’t matter that Iraq or Afghanistan 
and their people had faced their~own J 
equivalent of 9/11 many times over. 


What did it matter who they Were or 
Who Was mourning them? 


Who gives a shit if they had their 
own itions, dreams, desires, 
thoughts, and hopes‘ 


Who gives a shit that, 15 ‘S after the 
invasion, Iraq stil bleeds from an Open wound? 


Syrian deaths Were and 
are still Normalized. 


ls wore occasionally took bie Sibi alg 
Nn Media-SaWy groups itali on 
the news eae by Sxeckting Western 

journalists, 
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|POSTPON€ DeATH BY LIVING, 
BY SUFFERING, BY ERROR, BY 
RISKING, BY GIVING, BY LOSING. 


ANAIS NIN 
1905 = 1877 


413 


You can’t take it with you when you go. 


Make a donation to The Nib and help keep this comics publication alive at thenib.com/donate 
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Illustration by Erlend Sanday 


STRIPS 


Emily Flake 


f 


DEATH, REBRANDED 


: ETHINK THE PERSONIFICATION | 


= nell 


HOW'S THIS? 
LOSE THE 
SCNTHE, 
MAYBE ? 


m ¢ 
a t 


LANGUAGE MATTERS! 


eS 6 
DON'T THINK | fae ~ - 
o 
OF \T AS oar A 


DYING NON -CORPOREAL 


ef 


INTRODUCE AN ADORABLE. = 
_ NEW MASCOT 


I'M HERE 
To EAT 


OR, You KNOW, FUCK IT 


| HAVE 100% — “a 
MARKET ; 
SATURATION. d . 
don't 
NEED 
You To | 


P LiKe ME Z 9 
5 fen 


— 


€Ffla ke 


Scott Bateman 


SO YOU'RE DEAD. NOW WHAT? 


IEVE IN 
REINCARNATION 


© scott bateman 
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Matt Lubchansky 


897: THE CADAVER SYNOD: THE CORPSE OF POPE 
FORMOSUS IS PROPPED UP IN A COURTROOM AND 
ACCUSED OF ACCEDING TO THE PAPACY ILLEGALLY. 
HE |S FOUND GUILTY. 


YOU CAN'T 
HANDLE THE 
TRUTH! 


KN 


= 


1659: OLIVER CROMWELL'S DISSOLUTION OF THE 
BRITISH MONARCHY LASTS ONLY A YEAR AFTER HIS 
DEATH. HIS CORPSE IS STRUNG UP AND HIS HEAD IS 
CUT OFF, WHERE IT REMAINS ON A SPIKE FOR 
SOMETIME BETWEEN 14 OR 45 YEARS. 


JUST TO 
MAKE SURE 
HE'S REALLY 


NY ent 


zs 
» SF 


15TH-16TH CENTURIES: EVEN AFTER DEATH, INCA 
EMPERORS KEEP THEIR POSSESSIONS AND LAND 
HOLDINGS, ARE CONSULTED FOR IMPORTANT 
DECISIONS, AND ARE PARADED AROUND ON HOLIDAYS. 


LLAMA? 


1978: TWO MECHANICS IN SWITZERLAND MAKE OFF 
WITH CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S CORPSE IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT AND TRY TO EXTORT HIS WIDOW FOR 
ITS SAFE RETURN. THEIR SATURNINE SCHEMING 
LASTS ABOUT TWO MONTHS BEFORE THEY ARE 
FINALLY CAUGHT. 


WRA@NSK'L 


Joey Alison Sayers 


(Someday, L'm gonna live with my best Oh, that will be sad. L hope we 
friend, and you and Mama will be dead. live for a long, long time though. 


/ whatever Hs no big deal. 
Everyone dies everitually. 


L just want fo be alive 
for my whole life. 
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DEATH BE NOT PROUD 


Kasia Babis 


- THE CHRONOLOGY OF DEATH: 
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Bianca Xunise 


Aue i res oe 
A a THE ’70S OR’80S! 
\y) NOT S'T lke 
Be ein G 
& 
GG! H A dS 
TODAY 


a wee 


WE STILL HAVE A ROMANTIC ACCEPTANCE OF BUT UNLIKE GOTHS OF YESTERYEAR, 
DEATH AND WEAR BLACK AS A SYMBOL OF We CAN'T AFFORD OUR OWN COFFINS! 
OUR CONSTANT STATE OF MOURNING FOR THE CLOSEST THING FOR MANY OF US IS 
CURRENT SOCIETY. MOVING BACK INTO OUR PARENTS’ COLD, 
CRAMPED BASEMENTS AFTER COLLEGE. 


ALSO, THANKS TO THE MYTH OF GLOBAL 
WARMING, IT’S OFTEN TOO HOT TO GOTH! 
BUT HEY! AT LEAST 
THERE'S ALWAYS 
DANCING! 
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You SEEM REALLY NICE 
AND ALL BuT | THINK UD 
RATHER DIE ALONE 
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THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE 


WHEN | DIE, BURY ME AT 
MAR-A-LAGO. 


PRESIDENT TRUMP {S IN 
PERFECT HEALTH AND ! 
PLANS TO RUN FOR ane se 

A THIRD TERM. ES Ni ct 

— ARE TNS [eT 


FINALLY 
AMERICA IS 
GREAT AGAIN! /- 


Wes 


| FINALLY FOUND IT! THE ANCIENT 
BURIAL SITE OF SOME TOTAL DIPSHIT! 
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JACKIE ROCHE 
STILL HASN'T 


}@ 1} LILIANA SEGURA 
SHE DIED 


» Re eucnr GOTTEN AROUND 10 

SS K THAT Y 

VY REFUSING TO THAT BOOK You 

SN OF ENERGY 

ec UPGRADE HER 5 PA RITE A RECOMMENDED 
OPERATING MEAT VESSEL 
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THEA GAVE 
THER ALL 


WOULD LIKE, AT HIS FUNERAL, 
TO BE POSED IN THE ACT 
OF DUNKING A BASKETBALL 
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YOU TASTED \T. ISNT THAT @NOUGH ? 

OF WHAT DO YOUeVER GET MORE THAN 
A TAST@ 2 THATS ALL WG ARE GIVEN OF 
LIF, ATAST@. THERE IS NO MGRE, 
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